
SERMON SERIES: AGAINST ALL GODS 
Message #2: God vs. the River Gods 
Exodus 7:14-8:19  

Pastor Mark Saunders 
Bay Life Church 

January 18-19, 2020 
 

GOD vs. THE RIVER GODS 

 
Exodus 6:28-7:13, ESV – 14 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s heart is hardened; he refuses to let the 

people go. 15 Go to Pharaoh in the morning, as he is going out to the water. Stand on the bank of the Nile to meet him, 
and take in your hand the staff that turned into a serpent. 16 And you shall say to him, ‘The LORD, the God of the 
Hebrews, sent me to you, saying, “Let my people go, that they may serve me in the wilderness.” But so far, you have 
not obeyed. 17 Thus says the LORD, “By this you shall know that I am the LORD: behold, with the staff that is in my 
hand I will strike the water that is in the Nile, and it shall turn into blood. 18 The fish in the Nile shall die, and the Nile 
will stink, and the Egyptians will grow weary of drinking water from the Nile.” ’ ” 19 And the LORD said to Moses, “Say 
to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and stretch out your hand over the waters of Egypt, over their rivers, their canals, and their 
ponds, and all their pools of water, so that they may become blood, and there shall be blood throughout all the land 
of Egypt, even in vessels of wood and in vessels of stone.’ ”  

20 Moses and Aaron did as the LORD commanded. In the sight of Pharaoh and in the sight of his servants he lifted 
up the staff and struck the water in the Nile, and all the water in the Nile turned into blood. 21 And the fish in the Nile 
died, and the Nile stank, so that the Egyptians could not drink water from the Nile. There was blood throughout all the 
land of Egypt. 22 But the magicians of Egypt did the same by their secret arts. So Pharaoh’s heart remained hardened, 
and he would not listen to them, as the LORD had said. 23 Pharaoh turned and went into his house, and he did not take 
even this to heart. 24 And all the Egyptians dug along the Nile for water to drink, for they could not drink the water of 
the Nile. 25 Seven full days passed after the LORD had struck the Nile.  
1 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD, “Let my people go, that they 
may serve me. 2 But if you refuse to let them go, behold, I will plague all your country with frogs. 3 The Nile shall swarm 
with frogs that shall come up into your house and into your bedroom and on your bed and into the houses of your 
servants and your people, and into your ovens and your kneading bowls. 4 The frogs shall come up on you and on 
your people and on all your servants.” ’ ” 5  And the LORD said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your hand with 
your staff over the rivers, over the canals and over the pools, and make frogs come up on the land of Egypt!’ ” 6 So 
Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt, and the frogs came up and covered the land of Egypt. 7 But 
the magicians did the same by their secret arts and made frogs come up on the land of Egypt.  

8 Then Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron and said, “Plead with the LORD to take away the frogs from me and from 
my people, and I will let the people go to sacrifice to the LORD.” 9 Moses said to Pharaoh, “Be pleased to command 
me when I am to plead for you and for your servants and for your people, that the frogs be cut off from you and your 
houses and be left only in the Nile.” 10 And he said, “Tomorrow.” Moses said, “Be it as you say, so that you may know 
that there is no one like the LORD our God. 11 The frogs shall go away from you and your houses and your servants 
and your people. They shall be left only in the Nile.” 12 So Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh, and Moses cried 
to the LORD about the frogs, as he had agreed with Pharaoh. 13 And the LORD did according to the word of Moses. 
The frogs died out in the houses, the courtyards, and the fields. 14 And they gathered them together in heaps, and the 



land stank. 15 But when Pharaoh saw that there was a respite, he hardened his heart and would not listen to them, as 
the LORD had said.  

16 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your staff and strike the dust of the earth, so that it may 
become gnats in all the land of Egypt.’ ” 17 And they did so. Aaron stretched out his hand with his staff and struck the 
dust of the earth, and there were gnats on man and beast. All the dust of the earth became gnats in all the land of 
Egypt. 18 The magicians tried by their secret arts to produce gnats, but they could not. So there were gnats on man 
and beast. 19 Then the magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is the finger of God.” But Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and 
he would not listen to them, as the LORD had said. 
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SERMON-BASED STUDY 
For the week of January 19, 2020 

Exodus 7:14-8:19 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything you heard for the first time 
or that caught your attention, challenged, or confused you? 
 
 
 
 
 

This weekend we were reminded that God wins against all gods. Knowing this, why do people, 
including believers, rely on themselves and other things for their needs instead of God? 
 

 
 
 

 
By the third plague, Pharaoh’s magicians draw a correct conclusion. Knowing that seven more 
plagues are coming, what does this tell us about Pharaoh’s resolve and his belief in the 
strength of his own gods?  

 
 
 
 
 
 

QUICK REVIEW 

ENGAGE WITH THE MESSAGE 
1 

2 



Have you ever received a warning from God and continued to sin? What was the outcome? 
How would the outcome have been different if you had heeded earlier correction? 
 

 
 
 
 

Mark 3:4-6, ESV – 4 And he said to them, “Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save life or 
to kill?” But they were silent. 5 And he looked around at them with anger, grieved at their hardness of heart, 
and said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand was restored. 6 The Pharisees 

went out and immediately held counsel with the Herodians against him, how to destroy him. 
 
Looking at the passage above, what are some similarities between the Pharisees and 
Pharaoh? How did the Pharisees, men who knew the Scriptures and the law, come to be like 
this? 

 
 
 

 
How do people fall into the trap of hard-heartedness today? How can we make sure we do not 
fall into this trap, ourselves? 
 

 
 
 

 
Has there been a time in your life when you were hard-hearted towards God? What were the 
circumstances surrounding that time? How did you overcome it? 
 

 
 
 

 
1 Corinthians 10:14-22 ESV – 14 Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. 15 I speak as to sensible people; 
judge for yourselves what I say. 16 The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of 
Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? 17 Because there is one bread, 

we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread. 18 Consider the people of Israel: are not those 
who eat the sacrifices participants in the altar? 19 What do I imply then? That food offered to idols is anything, or that 
an idol is anything? 20 No, I imply that what pagans sacrifice they offer to demons and not to God. I do not want you 
to be participants with demons. 21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons. You cannot partake 
of the table of the Lord and the table of demons. 22 Shall we provoke the Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger than he? 

 
Looking at the passage above, we see that Paul exhorts the Corinthians to flee idolatry. Why is 
this such an important exhortation for the Corinthians?  
 

 
 
 
 

DIGGING DEEPER 
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What are some examples of “modern day” idols we have in our world? Why are these things 
idols? Are they similar or different from the idols described in Exodus and 1 Corinthians? 
Explain. 

 
 
 
 

 
Paul also exhorts the Corinthians to not even associate with idols and things related to idols. 
How can we apply this exhortation to our lives, living in our society and culture? 
 

 
 
 
 

The Egyptians worshiped false gods, or idols. They worshiped the created things instead of the 
Creator. What do you love so much that it is hard for you to love God more than it? Share with your 
group or accountability partner and pray for a heart of surrender and obedience in regard to idols in 
your life. 
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Galatians 4:8-20 
Ephesians 4:18-20 
Colossians 3:5 
 
 
 

PRAISES AND PRAYER REQUEST 

FOR FURTHER STUDY 

TAKING IT HOME 

8 

9 

Bay Life Church Life Groups | baylife.org/groups | groups@baylife.org 


